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1. IN CONVERSATION WITH PRESIDENT LOPEZ SEPT 9, HE ASKED OUR 
VIEWS ON OAS SEC GEN ELECTIONS. I EXPRESSED OUR POSITION PER 
STATE 121770. LOPEZ SAID THAT INTERNATIONAL "GOSSIVAZ HAD IT THAT 
FONMIN FACIO WAS BEHIND DOMINICAN CANDIDACY AS MEANS OF HALTING 
SAPENA PASTOR AND DEADLOCKING ELECTION, WHEREUPON FACIO MIGHT 
BECOME THE SAVING CANDIDATE. 

2. LOPEZ EVIDENCED LACK OF ENTHUSIASM FOR EITHER PARAGUAYAN OR 
DOMINICAN CANDIDATE (OR FOR FACIO FOR THAT MATTER) AND SEEMED 
TO BE CASTING AROUND FOR ALTERNATIVES. HE OBSERVED THAT IT WAS 
STRANGE THAT MEXICO NEVER ASPIRED TO THE OAS SLOT. I ASKED HIM 
IF COLOMBIA HAD A CANDIDATE. HE SAID THAT COLOMBIA HAD BEEN 
INTERESTED IN THE PRESIDENCY OF THE IDB, BUT WOULD HAVE TO THINK 
OF WHETHER THE BANK OR THE OAS WOULD BE THE BETTER. THERE WERE 
NO OFFICIAL CANDIDATES, AND HE WAS NOT SURE HE WISHED TO HAVE 
COLOMBIAN EMBASSIES LOBBY FOR A GIVEN CANDIDATE, BUT A FIGURE 
MIGHT APPEAR OR BE PROPOSED WHOSE OWN PRESTIGE MIGHT CARRY DAY. 

HE NOTED THAT CARLOS LLERAS AND MISAEL PASTRANA HAD BEEN MENTIONED 
FOR THE BANK POSITION. 

3. 1 SAID THAT WE WOULD OF COURSE LIKE TO KEEP IN CONSULTATION 
WITH MEMBER STATES, AND PERHAPS OTHER CANDIDATES WOULD APPEAR. 
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4. COMMENT. LOPEZ SEEMS TO BE TOYING WITH THE IDEA OF PUSHING 
SOME COLOMBIAN IN THE RING IN THE ABSENCE OF ANY OTHER CANDIDATES, 

BUT HE WAS NOT AS CLEARLY LAUNCHING A TRIAL BALOON AS THE FORE- 
GOING ACCOUNT MIGHT INDICATE. THE TONE OF OUR CONVERSATION WAS 
REALLY ONE OF MUSING, AND MY SENSE OF HIS MOOD WAS ONE OF GENUINE 
PERPLEXITY. I HAVE NO DOUBT THAT THE THOUGHT OF CARLOS LLERAS 
MIGHT APPEAL TO HIM SINCE IT WOULD GET LLERAS OUT OF THE DOMESTIC 
POLITICAL SCENE. LLERAS WOULD BE, IN MY PERSONAL VIEW, A FIRST- 
RATE CANDIDATE AND SECGEN. I WOULD APPRECIATE THE DEPT'S COMMENTS 
AND ITS LATEST ASSESSMENT AND VIEWS ON SECGEN ELECTIONS. 
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